


The Indispensable Resource

We require at least 5 litres of fresh Water
each day to remain in good health::

Also, much fresh water is ne ng‘a for'
agriculture and industry "””;}m 18
Only 3% of the world’ S, Water is fresh water

— Most fresh water is fr@zen in‘ice Caps and_
gIaC|ers the rest |s4n |IﬁLﬂd form erJrv und:
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Underground Water

Fresh water underground is called
groundwater and is stored in aquifers, areas
deep beneath the Earth’s surfa@e‘“&thét can be
accessed by wells ﬁ S

Much groundwater Is used f@r agrlculture (0)
Irrigate farmland. = 1- _.
— 70% of all fresh Wate,r use- ~ i

— Herbicides:and othg“nchemlcals cal e I8 mc e
and polim‘e grou G\"l >y
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Underground Water

Unfortunately, aquifers are slow to refill,
unlike rivers and lakes

— Groundwater in aguifers comes; é}mfesurface
water slowly seeping into th@@E& ﬁbgthrough
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— The top IeVeI of groundwater (|e clos




Surface Water

- Surface water (lakes, rivers, coastal waters)
IS very vulnerable to pollution ..,--;;u'};: ,

— Municipal pollution (sewage,
chemicals) and agrlculturai'.

— Industrial pollution has,me 1af;gest |mpact on the
guality of Canada S fre'shxwater R

. Industrla] vvaste ofte”’n dumped INto rlver etnicl] Ceans
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gases carried

I:ry the wind
acidic gases
(sulphur dioxide and
nitrogen oxides released
into atmosphere)
f gases dissolve in
rainwater to form
acid rain ‘
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acid rain kills plantlife,

pollutes rivers and streams,
and erodes stonework
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Protecting Fresh Water

» Conservation (Using Less)
— Residential: low-flow and efﬂment,&;\apllances

— Agriculture: low-energy sprl, der Q;;ﬂhp
irrigation SR -":‘ IR,
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