
Chapter 3: Politics and Canada’s Growing Independence 
 

Politics 
- much social unrest in Canada following the war (i.e. strikes, riots) 
- unrest resulted in political changes as well 
- new political movements arose focusing on local and regional issues 

o Regionalism 
o Maritime Rights Movement 

 politicians to promote pro-Maritime policies 
 reaction to decreasing influence of Maritime provinces 

o United Farmers’ Parties 
 Prairie farmers frustrated by protective tariffs on 

machinery, but not agricultural products 
 Wanted free trade 
 Dissatisfied by Liberal and Conservative Parties, so 

formed United Farmers’ Parties in several provinces 
 Progressive Party of Canada (federal) formed in 1919 

- 1921 Federal Election 
o PM Borden retired in 1920, chose Arthur Meighan as his 

replacement (leader of Conservative Party) 
 Stuck to principles, disliked compromised 

o William Lyon Mackenzie King leader of Liberal Party 
 Compromiser, tried to offend least amount of people 

o Results – Liberals: 117 seats; Conservatives: 50 seats; 
Progressives: 64 seats; Others: 4 seats 
 Liberal minority government 
 Progressives official opposition 

• Old Age Pension Act – 1927 
• beginning of social safety net (or welfare state) 

 
Canada’s Growing Independence 

- early 20th century saw Canada emerging as an autonomous nation 
o PM Mackenzie King picked up where Borden left off 

- Chanak Crisis - 1922 
o Britain asked Canada for military assistance to prevent the 

Turkish army from attacking British troops in Chanak 
o Mackenzie King refused; conflict had no impact on Canada 

- Halibut Treaty – 1923 
o North Pacific fishing treaty between Canada and USA 
o First treaty signed by Canada without Britain 



- King-Byng Crisis – 1926 
o 1925 Election: Conservatives – 116 seats; Liberals – 101 seats; 

Progressives – 24 seats 
o Liberals team up with Progressives to form government 
o 1926 – Progressive Party withdraws support for Liberals 

because of apparent corruption 
o PM King would likely have to resign because of a censure 
o Instead King asked GG Byng to call another election 
o Byng refused, allowed Conservatives to form minority 

government instead 
o Conservative government under PM Meighen short lived, and 

GG Byng eventually called an election 
o During election campaign, King said that it was undemocratic 

for a British-appointed official to refuse to take the PM’s advice 
o King and the Liberals won 

- Balfour Report – 1926 
o Imperial Conference in London between Great Britain and its 

dominions (Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa) 
 Balfour was the name of the Conference chairman 

o Dominions requested they be given official autonomy 
o Balfour Report agreed with the request, made recommendation 

- Statute of Westminster – 1931 
o British Parliament passed into law recommendations of Balfour 

Report 
o Canada and other dominions now autonomous (self-governing) 

 Exceptions: BNA Act stayed in Britain (no agreement on 
how to change Act); highest court of appeal in Britain 
(Privy Council) 

o British Empire became British Commonwealth 


